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The Voice of the Castlemaine Hot Rod Centre

Bendigo Bank Finance Scheme is Under Way
At long last our Bendigo Bank Community Enterprise Scheme
is under way with the release of pledge forms at the last
general meeting of the company. This means everyone can
now play a vital role in the financial stability of the
Castlemaine Hot Rod Centre Limited without any
direct cost to themselves. All they need to do is
fill out a pledge form to indicate they are willing to
support the venture by doing their banking with
the Bendigo Bank. The bank will do everything
from there, including contact with the person
concerned to outline the best way they can
accommodate their needs.
Once the required number of pledges is reached the
scheme will swing into action

and the Centre will start to benefit straight away. Around 350
accounts are needed to kick off the program and from those
the Castlemaine Hot Rod Centre will receive .01% of
transaction costs for existing accounts and .02%
of new accounts. That might sound like an
insignificant amount but history shows that where
such enterprises are already under way the return
to the body concerned is in the order of tens of
thousands of dollars per year. The more support
we get the more significant the return to the
Centre.
Pledge forms are available from the Bendigo
Bank in Castlemaine or from The Castlemaine Hot Rod Centre
Limited, PO Box 1080, Castlemaine 3450.
To become active in the scheme you don’t need to do all
your banking with the Bendigo, although that will mean more
benefit to the Centre, but even to open one account will help
our cause. Individuals and/or businesses can sign up a
pledge form and for the purposes of the scheme a person
who also operates a business will be treated as two entities,
one as the business and one as an individual personal
account holder.
Every current member of the Castlemaine Hot Rod Centre
Limited can assist the scheme by signing up other family
members and your friends. This is a fantastic way to support
the project and it costs the individual no more than their
usual bank account keeping costs. If you need additional
pledge forms please don’t hesitate to ask us for more.
Board and Foundation Members will now be actively
seeking support from the local community through clubs
and organsiations and with public appeals for people to
join the scheme. We are also keen to hear from hot rod
clubs and organisations around the country who would
like us to come and talk to your groups with a view to
showing you how you can help establish the biggest
project in Australian Hot Rodding to date. Now is the
time to step up and show how dedicated you are to the
Castlemaine Hot Rod Centre Project and the future of
hot rodding in general.
Board members Rod Hadfield and Vicki Farrell check
out the promotional material and pledge forms for the
Bendigo Bank Community Enterprise Program.
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Structure and Operations
The Annual General Meeting of the Castlemaine Hot Rod Centre Limited is scheduled
for June 27, 2008 so this is an opportune time to give members a run-down of the
structure and operations of the company up to this point. Even though the planning
for the Castlemaine Hot Rod Centre has been ongoing for over four years, this first
AGM signals the first official birthday of the project as a legally registered company.
Sounds like time for some kind of small celebration!
At the formation meeting six Foundation Members were elected to the Board of
the company and they are charged with the responsibility of the day to day running
of the company. The six original Board Members were: Larry O’Toole, Vicki Farrell,
Rod Hadfield, Con Soldatos, Leigh Charter and Kym de Brenni. In the past couple
of months Leigh Charter and Kym de Brenni have tendered their resignations from
the board for personal reasons and the members voted at the last general meeting
to hold over their replacements until the Annual General Meeting when all board
positions expire.
A proposal will be tabled at the upcoming AGM to make the six Board
positions become due on a rolling basis to ensure continuity within the Board.
The proposal will call for two Board member terms to become due for renewal
each year from now on, meaning in effect that after the first three years Board
members will be elected for a minimum term of three years.
The first AGM of the Castlemaine Hot Rod Centre Limited will be held on
Friday, June 27, 2008 at the Wesley Hill Hall, Pyrenees Highway Castlemaine.

Education Developments
Board Members of the Castlemaine Hot Rod Centre
have met with Education representatives on several
occasions in recent weeks to discuss mutually
advantageous proposals. These meetings have been
held with the local Castlemaine Secondary College
Board of Management, the area GLLEN Board who
deal with specialist training education schemes and
the Castlemaine Secondary College Council.
From these meetings there has been
considerable interest in the Castlemaine Hot Rod
Centre as a future training facility in conjunction with
education bodies. The Secondary College have
space and facilities available for development right
now and have expressed keen interest in working with the Hot
Rod Centre to make better use of these facilities.
A request for funding has been made through the Federal
Governmant’s Trade Training Centres initiative to investigate the
viability of locating a specialist automotive training centre at the
College. A significant portion of the application proposal has
been based on the Castlemaine Hot Rod Centre Business Plan. If
successful this funding proposal could see the Castlemaine Hot
Rod Centre become operational at the College site while we
continue with our plans to establish our own stand-alone facility.
The use of the building at the college would enable us to make a
start on the inspection and certification processes of the Hot Rod
Centre before our own site is established. Access to the building
concerned is available without encroaching into normal college
activity areas so it would be suitable for engineer and club permit
inspections without interrupting normal college operations.
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The trade block at the Castlemaine Secondary College could
become the site of a combined CHRC and College venture if
funding applications are successful.
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A Poem about Castlemaine
Castlemaine? They’re not hot rod mad. They’re hot rod insane!
by Gregg Dreise
There’s a rumour goin’ round, ’bout a place called Castlemaine,
They’re not hot rod mad down there, they’re hot rod insane.
For years they’ve been into hot roddin’, it’s in their bloodstream,
They build ’em in sheds an’ livin’ rooms, enough to make their wives scream.
They’ve got rat rods, street rods, salt racers and show car stars,
Down there, they all drive hot rods, there’s no such thing as cars.
Now they’re gettin’ older, and all becomin’ a hot rod grandad,
A hot rod retirement village, now we really know they’ve gone mad.
You don’t need an alarm clock, you’ll be waking to the sound of the dyno,
They’ll be rocker cover racing, and a drive-in movie’s out the window.
Forget lawn bowls, down the greens they’ll be rollin’ mag wheels,
And to test the hearing aid levels, the nurses will make some tyres squeal.
They’ll all visit each other, on supercharged mini-rod golf carts,
There’ll be flamed and pinstriped medications, to assist the ageing hearts.
For exercise they’ll have to walk, the standing quarter mile,
Then they’ll all have to rest, and compare times for a while.
There’ll be bedroom suites available, enough to swing a cat above your head,
But just go through the walk-in robe, and there’s a six bay shed.
So call ya lawyer now, before your family thinks you’ve gone insane,
And make it binding by law, and be sure to retire in Castlemaine.

Items for our Archives?
Since the Castlemaine Hot Rod Centre was first mooted we have intended to
include a museum and archives of hot rodding heritage. Some items have
already been contributed to the archives and we are ready to accept any more.
Things we have pencilled in as desirable for the archives are such things as
complete sets of all published magazines and books on the subject ever
released in Australia. We already have a substantial collection of such
publications, but it is by no means complete. Anyone wishing to donate their
individual collections, or doubled up copies of individual items is actively
encouraged to do so. In time we hope to scan or micro-film such publications
so that the information contained in them remains accessible to anyone
wanting to do research in the future. The same applies to film and video
footage, especially from the very early years of Australian hot rodding.
Other items that might be suitable for inclusion in the archives are show
trophies from early hot rod and custom shows, signs and souvenirs from
events and printed programs. You may even have some souvenir of an early
hot rod or dragster that no longer exists or even photos from your own
collection that indicate what was going on in hot rodding at different times
through the years.
If you have suitable items please contact one of the board members or
send information and contact details to PO Box 1080, Castlemaine 3450.
You can also make contact through the website www.castlemainehotrodcentre.com.au

www.castlemainehotrodcentre.com.au

The Search for a Site continues....
Since the inception of the Castlemaine Hot Rod Centre
concept local hot rodders have been on the lookout for a
suitable site for the permanent home of the Centre. The initial
site that looked very promising was situated on the west side
of the town, but in close proximity and with all services
running past the boundary. This site is no longer available at
this time and several other potential sites have been
inspected. All have their good and bad points and none have
been dismissed altogether at this stage.
Important considerations for any site that might be
investigated include access to the all-important basic
services such as power, water and sewerage, but other
planning issues also need to be taken into consideration. One
site the Board have looked at would be near ideal, but
discussions with an independent planner indicated that

internal logistics would prove to be very expensive. Our
excitement was soon cooled by the potential greatly
increased development costs that this site would entail if we
had gone ahead without consulting professional planners.
The Board are very conscious of the need to engage
professional advisers at every step of the process as we work
towards the realisation of the Castlemaine Hot Rod Centre.
Almost without exception such assistance has been offered
free of charge as soon as the professionals concerned are
made aware of the community based concept of the Centre.
In that regard we would like to acknowledge the
assistance of Brett Bain of Coomes Consulting for his advice
on what planning issues to be aware of when selecting the
most suitable site.

Presence at Hot Rod Events
Want to know more about the Castlemaine Hot Rod Centre,
but don’t live near Castlemaine? Information is available at
most larger hot rod events where members have a trade stand
so look for the Hot Rod Centre banner and don’t be afraid to
ask for more information on the project.
At the recent Brisbane Hot Rod
Show the Castlemaine Hot Rod
Centre banner was displayed on the
Graffiti Publicatioons stand and the
Bendigo Bank pledge forms were
distributed from there during the show.
The same arrangements will be in
place for the Custom Auto Expo in
Sydney in early July so NSW members

and interested parties can glean more information about the
Castlemaine Hot Rod Centre while visiting the show.
Several other hot rod related businesses are Foundation
Members of the Centre and
information can be gained from them
at any time. The list includes: Aussie
Desert Cooler, Hadfield’s Hot Rods,
CAE-Castle Auto Enterprises, JetHot Coating, Garry Page Chassis.
Other local businesses operated by
Foundation Members of the
Castlemaine Hot Rod Centre
include Rewell’s Mower Service
and Castlemaine Hydraulics.

The Servo Sign gets a makeover
Visitors to Castlemaine will be familiar with the “Welcome to
Castlemaine Street Rod Centre of Australia” signs at each
entrance to the city. These have been in place for some 25
years now and all three have been refurbished in recent years.
Now it’s time for the one at the BP Service Station in the
centre of town to get an update as well. This sign has also
been in place for many years and was recently damaged by
reconstruction works to the building that it is situated on.
Castlemaine Rods foundation member Eddie Ford has had
a big impact on hot rodding in this area since the late 1950s
and the family tradition is set to continue as the new sign at
the Service Station is being painted by Ryan Ford, Eddie’s
son. Ryan is forging his own name in the rod and custom
world with his outstanding custom pinstriping and sign work.
He trades as Kustom Linez and is a regular at most larger rod
and custom events where you can see him plying his trade as

Autumn 2008

CHRC Newsletter

a custom pinstriper. The new sign features a caricature of Rod
Hadfield’s twin blown Shotgun Ford powered Model T coupe.
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